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ing to attack the Spanifh fettlements in the Weft Indies; but
- the Earl having intelligence from fome of his feamen (who
had been prifoners in the ifland) of a Marquis reckoned to be
worth an hundred thoufand pounds, who lived in the town of
Cayas, and who was Lord of Lancerota and Fuertaventura; he
- determined to touch there, and feize him, in order to procure a
good fum for his ranfom. Thefe men affured him, that they
knew the place fo well, that they could condué him by night to
the Marquis’s houfe. But when the fleet came off the ifland,
they could not, even in broad day-light, fhew him the proper
place for landing ; however, he anchored with his thips near Port
de Naos, fent five or fix hundred foldiers athore, under the com-
mand of Sir John Berkley, who purfued the natives for fome
time, but without being able to overtake them, thev were fo
fwift-footed ; and when he came to the town, he found nothing
left but a fmall quantity of cheefe and wine,. and whole reams of
popith bulls and pardons. The caftle or fort was abandoned,
though it was fo firong that twenty men could have defended it
againft five hundred. And now as the Marquis, who was the
chief object of their defcent, was no where to be found, the troops
reimbarked, after having fuflained fome lofs by ficknefs, from
drinking too plentifully of the wine which they found in the town.

DurinG the warbeween England and Spain which beganin the
year 1739, an Englith privateer came into the bay of Las Playas, ia
Fuertaventura, andlanded aconfiderable body of men, who marched
intotheifland. But they had not proceeded far, whenamultitude of
the natives, chieflyarmed withclubsandftones, attacked them with
great fury, killed the greateft part of them, and made the reft pri- '
foners,whowere foon after fent toTenerife. Six weeksafter this, fome
other Englifth privateers landed two or three hundred men at the
fame place, -and marched inland with colours flying and drums

beating.
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beating. The natives, enraged to find the ifland difturbed again
in fo fhort a time, determined to give thefe fecond invaders no
quarter'; and fo affembling together, fell upon them. The Eng-
lith however received their attack with great bravery, and killed
many of them; but finding it utterly impofiible to defend them-
felves any longer agzinft fuch numbers (the natives being twenty
to one) threw down their arms, and begged for quarter, butin
vain, for the exafperated iflanders inhumanly butchered every one
of them.

I~ all probability, the Englith muft have been decetved 1n their
notions of the number of inhabitants on the ifland ; for it appears,
when viewed from the fea, to be uninhabited and defolate.

Ix the late war with Spain, two privateers, called the Lord
Anfon and Hawbke, failed on a cruife among the Azores and Ca-
nary Iflands. The Hawke being near Porto de Naos, in Lance-
rota, and feeing fome veffels lying in the port, fhe attempted to
get at them, but could not, for nobody on board knew the paf-
fages through the rocks to the harbour. Some time after.the was
joined by her confort, the Lord Anfon, when they jointly attacked
the caftle, and filenced its guns. But not finding the entrance of
the harbour, they went about a league to the leeward, where they
landed an hundred men. The natives affembled to the number
of about five hundred, and came down to the fea-fide to attack
them, placing a number of camels in the front, .to ferve as a
breaft-work againft the enemy’s fire; but this did them no fervice,
for the feamen foon broke the camels,. and turned them vpon their
matfters ; who, feeing the refolution of the invaders, began to fly
in great diforder, and left many of their cloaks behind, and about
five or fix men dead on the fpot. The feamen, on this occafion, -
behaved with great prudence, for they would not purfue the fugi-

' tives
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tives inland, but marched along-fhore to Porto de Naos, their

boats keeping clofe by them, to which they might retreat at
pleafure. In their march they were frequently fired upon by the
natives, who flulked behind the rocks; but by fending out {mall
parties of five or fix men each, they were foon diflodged, and obliged
to fly. When the privatecr’s people came to Porto de Naos, they
found the place deferted, and every thing of value carried off.
And as the vefiels which the Hawke wanted to cut out, had
inade their efcape before fhe was joined by the Lord Anfon, ths
men embarked, without attempting any thing againft the caftle.
This latter fired feveral fhot at the fhips, but was quickly filenced
by their great guns.  In this expedition the Englifh loft only one
man, which was the Captain of the Lord Anfon, who was killed
on board his own fhip by a fhot from the caftle.

ArTtnoucn thefe iflands are little eftecemed by the Spanifl
government, yet in fact they arc of the utmoft value ; for if they
were once fubdued by any other nation, Palma and Tenerife
would fall of courfe, becaufe they are fupplied with corn from
Lancerota and Fuertaventura. Befides, the ports in Lancerota
would always be convenient retreats for the cruifing {Lips of an
enemy, where they might careen, and be fupplied with pro-

vifions.

Tue exports from hence are confined wholly to the other
iflands : thefe are wheat, barley, maize, cattle, fowls, cheefe,
orchilla-weed, and goats fkins, falt and fome falt-fith ; the two
laft are only exported from Lancerota. The wheat here is finall-
grained, but very hard, clear, and good : it fells always in Tene-
rifc at a higher price than either Englith or other European wheat,
by one fifth. -The firlt wheat {own in this ifland was brought thi-
ther by Diego de Herrera, from Barbary.  About eight years ago,

: they
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‘they exported a number of camels from Fuertaventura to Jamaica
and other parts of the Englith Weft Indics. But fo foon as it was
known at Canaria and Tenerife, that Englith fhips came to Fuer-
ventura and carried away camels, the General and Royal Audience
prohibited that trade, for fear of lofing the breed, and raifing
the price of thofe animals.

Tue affes brought to Fuertaventura increafed fo faft that they
ran wild among the mountains, and did fo much damage to the
natives, by eating their corn and other grain, that, in the vear 1597,
they were obliged to affemble 2l the inhabitants and dogs in the
ifland, to endeavour to deftroy them; accordingly they killed no
lefs than fifteen hundred. Since that time there has not been any
more in the ifland than fufiicient to {fupply the inhabitants.

Tue exportation of corn is moft impoliticly prohibited from
this ifland to any place except the reft of the iflands; by which
means in a year of great plenty it becomes of fo little value as
fcarcely to pay for the expence of cutting it down. This confe-
quently makes them indifferent about raifing more than what they
can confume themfelves, or fell in the other iflands; fo thatin a
bad year, the iflanders ftarve for want, efpecially the inhabitants
of Tenerife, if they have not the good fortune to be fupplied from

Eurcpe.

TuE imports here are almoft all from the other iflands, efpeci-
ally from Tenerife, which is the centre of trade for all the Canary
Iflands. They confift in Englifh woollen goods and German linens, .
both of the coarfeft fabrics ; brandy, wine, oil, fruit, planksand other
forts of timber, barks and fithing-boats, bces wax, houfhold furni-
ture, tobacco and fnuff, foap, candles, and a confiderable quantity

. of cafh, which they receive in the ballance of trade ; part of which
’ gocs
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goes in payment of rent to the proprietors of the lands ; and the
reft to Gran Ca__naria, to fupport the charge of their law-fuits ;
—for the natives of all the Canary iflands are generally extremely
litigious.

No thip goes immediately from Europe to thofe iflands, becaufc
the confumption of European commodities in them is fo flow and
inconfiderable, that it would not be worth while. With proper
management, a fhip of any nation in Europe, at war with Spain,
might touch at Lancerota and Fuertaventura, pafs for a ncutral
veflel, and be {upplied with provifions: for the nativeshave nointer-
courfe with foreigners; therefore they cannot diftinguith an Eng-
lithman froma Hollander, Danc, or Swede; but whoever would pafs
for a Frenchman, muft go to mafs, otherwife he will be difcovered,

C H A P VI.
of the Ifland of Gran Canaria.

HITH ERTO I have been defcribing the iflands that are
almoft deferts when compared with the fertile and pleafant
one of Canaria, which, for the excellent temperature of its air,
and the plenty of good water, trees, herbs, and delicicus fruits
that are found thereon, well deferves the name of the Fortunate
Ifland.

THE north-eaft point of Canaria lies weft from the fouth-weft
-end of Fuertaventura, eighteen leagues diftance : in clear ivea-
ther, any of thofe iflands x_ﬁay_ be cafily feen from the other. Ca-
naria is about fourteen leagues in length, nine in breadth, and
thirty-ﬁ-vc in circumference, reckoning the length from the north-
eaft point fouthward unto the point Arganeguin, and the breadth
from
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from the port of Agacte, on the weft fide of the ifland, to that of
Gando the eafl.  The mland part, or cente, 1s exceeding
ando, on I

s

high, and full of lofty mountains, which towdr {o far above the

clouds as to flop the current of the north-eail wind that gene-

rally blows here; fo that when thiz vind blows hard on the
north fide of the mountains, it is either quite calm on the other
fide, or a gentle brecze blows upoen it from the fouth-wefl.
Thefe calms and eddv-winds, occaficned by e height of the
mountains above the atmofphere, oxtend twenty or twenty-five
leagues beyond them, te the fouth-werd, There are calms be-
yond oFto the leeward of fome of the reft of the iflands as well
as Canaria; for thofe of Tencerite extend fitteen leagues mto the
ocean; the calms off Gomera, ten; and thofv off Palma, thirty.
I have been frequently in all the calms of the iflands, excepting
thofe of Palma; and from my expericnce of them, I may ven-
ture to fay, that it is extremcly dangerous for fmall veficls, or
open boats to venture within them, when the wind blows hard
withont. It is true, indeed, the wind raifes the waves of the fea
to a mountainous height; yet thofe waves follow each other in a
egular fucceflion; for were they to fall confufedly one againit
another, no fhip would be able to fail on the ocecan. But in 3
ftorm, the wind driving the fea before it, each wave gives place
to the one which follows ; whereas in the calms of the Canarv
Iflands, the fea not moving forward in the fame diretion with the
fea without, but being as it were ftagnate, or at reft, refifts the
waves that fall in upon it from without; and this refiftance caufes
them to break juft in the fame manner as the billows break upon
the fea-thore, but with lefs violence on account of the different
pature of the refiftance. This breaking of the waves is only on
the verge of, or juft entering into the calms, for within them the
water is fmooth and pleafant. ‘
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